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Let’s Talk—That is an invitation ELI has extended far and wide across the United States and around the world. We 
convene and facilitate vital conversations as we partner with governments, companies, firms, organizations, and 
individuals committed to employing law and good governance to confront our planet’s ever more challenging task 
of ensuring quality of life and healthy ecosystems for a growing population. 

Dialogue and insightful analysis have been critical to ELI’s work over the nearly five 
decades since the birth of the modern environmental movement. In 2017, the need 
for thoughtful dialogue and analysis became more important than ever as new 
uncertainties about the course of environmental law and policy emerged with the 
Trump Administration’s deregulatory agenda. ELI was there to provide insights into 
and ideas about the implications and legal constraints of this sharp turn in direction. 

ELI issued a report on Regulatory Reform in the Trump Era in March and then 
in September collaborated with the American Bar Association’s Section of 
Civil Rights and Social Justice to update its earlier analysis in Environmental 
Protection in the Trump Era—a clear and factual review of the key changes in the 
Trump Administration’s first year. These reports were underscored by numerous 
educational programs that brought together experts to provide clarity to the 
changes underway. Extending that effort, ELI also joined with other partners to 
establish the Macbeth Dialogues to examine the question of cooperative federalism 
in the modern era. These efforts showcased ELI’s unique capacity to convene 
leaders and initiate important conversations among diverse voices to help define a 
forward-thinking future for environmental policy and practice. 

Outside the United States, in December 2017, ELI became the first foreign 
nongovernmental organization (NGO) to receive temporary registration from 
China’s Ministry of Environmental Protection (MEP) for environmental protection 
work. Both MEP and the Beijing Bureau of Public Security approved ELI’s project 
with local partner, the China Environmental Protection Foundation, to build local 
NGO capacity for citizen engagement in environmental accountability, as China’s 
economic development surges and its citizens are increasingly demanding cleaner 
air, land, and water. Registration of the project reflects ELI’s excellent reputation 
for thoughtfully strengthening environmental law and governance, as well as our 
effectiveness in establishing strong partnerships with key leaders and institutions 
within China. Globally, ELI has a unique and much sought-after ability to bring 
environmental governance solutions to other countries.

Last year, ELI unveiled a number of studies that will help communities here and 
abroad deal with climate change impacts, whether from climate-related stormwater 
threats to the Chesapeake Bay, or rising sea levels in San Diego. In Blindsided by 
Change, Slow Threats and Environmental Policy, ELI brought attention to the urgent 
need for better understanding of why it is so difficult to galvanize attention to slowly 
evolving issues like climate change, species extinction, deforestation, and other 
similar challenges.

ELI will continue to draw attention to the environmental issues that present such challenges, as well as the 
solutions that are only possible if we establish, retain, and build upon a solid foundation of environmental law 
and governance. ELI’s unique value proposition was evident in 2017, as we were able to grow as an institution 
and expand our important work around the globe. We are indebted to our Leadership Council and Board at their 
largest complement ever for their immense generosity, as well as to the critical support provided by foundations, 
governments, members, and other partners. We look forward to sharing many constructive years ahead.

126
In 2017, we produced more than 126 educational 
events, research seminars, and webinars for 
environmental professionals, governments, 
and nonprofit organizations both online and in 
person—attended by an estimated 6,300 people.

This productive and successful year ultimately 
resulted in ELI and our partners hosting 
educational events in 10 states, from California 
to Virginia, Florida, and beyond.

36
As part of our global work, ELI advanced 
environmental law in 36 countries.

23
In addition to working at the national level in the 
United States, ELI advanced environmental law 
in 2017 in 23 states plus Washington, D.C.

A Message From the President and Chairman
ELI Successes by the Numbers

91
Reflecting ELI’s expanded presence across 
the country, a strong commitment to the 
organization’s important work, the stature of 
its distinguished members, the opportunities 
to network with top officials and leaders in the 
environmental profession, and the role of the 
group as key advisors in helping to shape ELI’s 
future, ELI’s Leadership Council grew to 91 in 
2017, the largest complement in the group’s 
history. The Leadership Council’s support played 
a major role in ELI’s financial success in 2017.

206
Over its 28-year period, ELI has honored 
206 wetlands champions through its annual 
National Wetlands Awards for exceptional 
and innovative contributions to wetlands 
protection. The 2017 National Wetlands Awards 
recognized the achievements of Gregory Kearns, 
Naturalist for Maryland-National Capital Park 
and Planning Commission (for Conservation & 
Restoration); Dana Pounds, Executive Director 
and Founder of Nature’s Academy in Bradenton, 
Florida (for Education and Outreach); Dr. 
Robert R. Twilley, Executive Director of the 
Louisiana Sea Grant College Program and a 
Professor in the Department of Oceanography 
and Coastal Sciences at Louisiana State 
University (for Science Research); Collis G. 
Adams, Administrator of the New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services 
Wetlands Bureau (for State, Tribal, and Local 
Program Development); and Alicia M. Mozian, 
leader of the Sasco Brook Pollution Abatement 
Committee, Westport, Connecticut (Wetlands 
Community Leader).

59,500
Since 1991, ELI has trained more than 57,500 
lawyers and environmental professionals in 
more than 50 countries, and 2,000 judges from 
27 countries.

Scott Fulton
President

Benjamin F. Wilson
Chairman of the Board
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International Work in 2017

Enhancing Marine Protected Areas 
under the Pristine Seas Initiative:
Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, France, 
Gabon, Kiribati, Palau, Russia, United States, 
United Kingdom, Ross Sea (Antarctica)

Building capacity for rule of law and 
good governance as the Secretariat 
of the International Network for 
Environmental Compliance and 
Enforcement (INECE):
Kenya, Senegal, Tanzania, Thailand, Vietnam, 
United States

ELI place-based work

Worldwide
zz Promoting effective governance as Secretariat of INECE (International Network for Environmental Compliance 

and Enforcement)

zz Assessing the effectiveness of the Global Environment Facility’s efforts to stop illegal wildlife trading

zz Advising the Global Environment Facility on the administration of the Minamata Convention on Mercury

zz Developed a massive open online course on Environmental Security & Sustaining Peace
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Using environmental DNA for 
regulatory policymaking, including 
the seabed and ocean floor:
Chile, Norway, Scotland

Assessing and protecting 
communities’ water rights, and 
promoting management of water 
resources:
Colombia, India, Kenya

CHINA
Improving effective 
environmental governance

HONG KONG
Improving long-term 
return of evacuees 
after disasters

MALAWI
Enhancing accountability and transparency 
in community forestry, reducing 
deforestation, and enhancing land tenure

CARIBBEAN
Promoting enforcement of 
marine protected areas

COLOMBIA and ECUADOR
Improving judicial decisionmaking 
in critical watersheds

LIBERIA
Improving compliance and 
enforcement in the forestry 
sector

OCEANS

Advancing protection and 
wise use of deep ocean 
resources

BRAZIL
Working with Brazil’s Supreme 
Court and others to establish a 
Global Judicial Institute on the 
Environment

KENYA
Working with United Nations 
Environment Programme to assess 
global environmental rule of law

INDONESIA

Providing judicial training 
to reduce deforestation

SOUTH AFRICA

Securing water rights 
through legal reform

VIETNAM

With INECE, evaluating seaport 
regulation and compliance

KAZAKHSTAN

Amending environmental codes to 
plan for climate change adaptation

MARSHALL ISLANDS  
(and ARKANSAS)

Research and fostering dialogue around 
climate change and migration of peoples

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
THE CONGO, MADAGASCAR, 
and UGANDA

Analyzing lessons in using political 
economy to improve protection of 
biodiversity



In a time of significant changes to 
environmental, natural resource, 
and energy policies in the United 
States, there is a hunger and need 
for the kind of objective, trustworthy 
analysis, insight, and convening 
that ELI has provided throughout its 
nearly fifty-year-old history. 

Supporting public engagement in Gulf restoration (AL, FL, LA, MS, TX)

Helping communities restore, manage, and connect floodplain buyout properties (IA, MN, NC, NJ, OH, WI)

Training on responsible e-waste recycling programs (NY)

Promoting food waste reduction in Nashville (NRDC Project) (TN)

Aligning environmental protection goals where working and natural lands converge with national defense 
facilities (FL, MN, NC, WA)

Improving wetlands restoration in the Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean region (DE, MD, NJ, NY, VA)

Creating a “Legal Toolbox” to help Maryland and Virginia deploy green infrastructure to protect against climate 
threats (MD, VA)

Assisting in planning and regulating for shale gas development (PA)

Analyzing the legal risk for sea-level rise adaptation strategies in San Diego (CA)

Piloting a neighborhood revitalization program for underserved communities (DC) 

Educating legal professionals about indigenous rights and food sovereignty (AK)

Integrating community input into green local government infrastructure projects (NM)

Researching the link between climate change, migration, and livelihoods (AR)

ELI national work

yy Protecting water supplies and clean water
yy Promoting climate change resilience and mitigation
yy Protecting wetlands, wildlife, and biodiversity
yy Catalyzing clean energy
yy Effectively managing natural resources
yy Improving indoor air quality in schools and homes
yy Enhancing state and local authority for marine protected areas
yy Teleconferences on climate change impacts and mitigation
yy Providing nonpartisan guidance and updates on environmental regulatory reforms 
yy Evaluating the role of states and corporations in cooperative federalism
yy Addressing the environmental implications of emerging technologies
yy Promoting environmental justice
yy Facilitating dialogue on emerging environmental issues in Native communities
yy Developing creative methods to address food and water waste issues
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Work in the United States in 2017
Clarifying the Trump Administration’s 
Redirection of Environmental Law

We have been responding to the urgent demand for 
lucidity and credible analysis during a time of policy 
change with the new Administration. In January, 
ELI joined our partners in co-hosting a dialogue 
with federal agency general counsels who reviewed 
the key issues facing the Trump Administration. 
In March, ELI developed a comprehensive report, 
Regulatory Reform in the Trump Era. The demand 
for the information provided in the report led to 
two ELI webcast educational programs in April 
that drew some of our highest attendance ever 
for such events, including one session on the 
report and another on “Understanding the Trump 
Administration’s 2-for-1 Regulatory Policy”. In 
September, ELI teamed up with the American Bar 
Association’s Section of Civil Rights and Social 
Justice to publish Environmental Protection in the 
Trump Era.  

In December, ELI presented “Ocean Policy and the 
Trump Administration” as part of our Ocean Seminar 
Series. In The Environmental Forum®, we featured 
a discussion: “With Hurricanes Providing Fresh 
Examples of Needs, Panel Is Asked What Trump Can 
Do to Foster Environmental Justice.“ Informing and 
educating our members and many other audiences 
to advance effective environmental governance—
that’s the hallmark of ELI’s crucial work.

As an ongoing contribution to newly urgent 
discussions about cooperative federalism 
amid shifting federal-state responsibilities, ELI 
partnered with the Environmental Council of the 
States and—with support from the American 
College of Environmental Lawyers—launched the 
Macbeth Dialogues in July honoring the legacy of 
environmental law pioneer Angus Macbeth. Could 
a new “environmental protection enterprise” be 
emerging in which empowered public and private 
actors play ever more significant roles? How can 
states function better in the context of federal laws? 
At the 2017 ELI-Miriam Hamilton Keare Policy 
Forum and the annual Corporate Forum in October, 
we extended this vital dialogue, convening 
practitioners and thought leaders to give their 
perspectives and ideas on possible optimal roles for 
federal and state regulators going forward. Believing 
as we do in rational, bipartisan discussion leading to 
practical solutions, ELI offers the perfect venue for 
productively exploring these and related questions 
as the United States grapples with major changes in 
environmental governance.

Throughout the year, ELI 
kept a sharply focused 
analytical lens on the 
Administration’s actions 
through insightful reports, 
articles, blogs, seminars, 
and conferences. 
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In 2017, Kazakhstan’s government, including the 
Ministry of Energy, joined the many governmental 
entities that have turned to ELI for assistance in 
developing responses to specific climate change 
concerns. Following up on this country’s climate 
commitment in the Paris agreement, ELI’s help was 
sought to integrate climate change adaptation into 
the nation’s Environmental Code, related laws and 
regulations, and its planning processes at various 
levels of the Kazakh government, while also helping 
to ensure harmonization in the collection and use of 
climate data among agencies.

With last year’s massive flooding and with worse 
expected in coming years, ELI focused its expertise 
on developing recommendations for tackling an 
increasingly salient issue: human settlements 
in risky floodplains. In December, ELI and the 
University of North Carolina Institute for the 
Environment published Financing and Incentivizing 
Floodplain Buyouts: A Guide, a significant 
contribution to solving the challenges of how to 
fund the acquisition and restoration of vulnerable 
properties, and Future Floodplain Acquisitions: 
Maximizing Opportunities for Habitat Restoration, 
Community Benefits, and Resilience, a guide to 
help communities integrate broader community 
goals into hazard mitigation and acquisition 
planning. We also hosted a webinar in May on 
“Making the Most of Floodplain Buyouts,” part of 
our multi-faceted program aimed at addressing 
this growing problem.

ELI’s August 2017 report—Green Infrastructure 
for Chesapeake Stormwater Management: Legal 
Tools for Climate Resilient Siting—expertly laid out 

Defining Effective Climate Change 
Responses in the United States  
and Abroad

potential obstacles and promising solutions within 
the current legal framework as officials seek to 
protect the Chesapeake Bay watershed, North 
America’s largest estuary, against stormwater 
inundation and the associated flooding. The report 
recommends specific actions that state and local 
governments can take to modify the current 
stormwater management regime so as to more 
easily incorporate pragmatic consideration of 
climate change impacts.

ELI’s June 2017 report, Legal Risk Analysis for 
Sea-Level Rise Adaptation Strategies in San Diego, 
expertly assessed the unavoidable legal risks and 
administrative challenges that local governments 
must navigate in deciding to act, or not act, as 
climate change threatens U.S. coastal communities, 
in California and beyond. In Arkansas, ELI is 
undertaking groundbreaking research and fostering 
dialogue surrounding climate and migration, among 
other things, working with residents of the Marshall 
Islands who have immigrated to this state.

In 2017, ELI held 11 climate change briefings 
featuring experts’ take on litigation and federal 
and state action and published dozens of climate-
related articles. Looking ahead at the potential 
for transformative change, the Environmental Law 
Reporter’s® News & Analysis published excerpts 
from a forthcoming book, Legal Pathways to Deep 
Decarbonization in the United States (Michael B. 
Gerrard & John C. Derbach, eds.), including Legal 
Pathways for a Massive Increase in Utility-Scale 
Renewable Generating Capacity and Legal Pathways 
to Widespread Carbon Capture and Sequestration. 

As the impacts of climate change become more and more 
evident, ELI is leading the way in driving solutions to the 
challenges of a changing climate. 

Top Photo: “Flooding in Houston” flickr photo by Revolution Messaging https://flickr.com/photos/146636742@N07/36214749743  
shared into the public domain using (PDM).

Bottom Photo: “Puerto Rico National Guard” flickr photo by The National Guard https://flickr.com/photos/thenationalguard/37294641171  
shared under a Creative Commons (BY) license.
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Under the Chinese zodiac calendar, 2017 
was the year of the fire rooster, characterized 
by trustworthiness. As a sign of our trusted 
professionalism and reputation and that of 
our partner, China Environmental Protection 
Foundation (CEPF), in December, ELI became the 
first foreign nongovernmental organization (NGO) to 
receive temporary registration for an environmental 
protection-related project from China’s Ministry 
of Environmental Protection and the Beijing 
Bureau of Public Security. ELI will be working with 
CEPF toward a vital goal: building the capacity 
of China’s NGOs to more effectively engage in 
the environmental accountability process in that 
country of 1.4 billion people. 

Partnering Globally to Accelerate  
Local Environmental Progress

To the south, in 2017, ELI launched a partnership 
with the Indonesian Center for Environmental 
Law and the Environmental Working Group of the 
Indonesian Judiciary to begin a judicial training 
project in Indonesia, aimed at helping the nation’s 
judges reduce deforestation. We’ll do so by 
strengthening the judiciary’s capacity to assess 
liability for environmental impacts, to calculate 
damages, and to require restitution and restoration. 
By tackling this urgent need, Indonesia will add 
muscle to its sustainable development efforts 
and reduce illegal deforestation and forest fires 
contributing to climate change dynamics. 

In Africa, to better protect forests and the 
livelihoods they support, ELI is assisting the 
Malawi government as it revises the nation’s 1997 
National Forestry Act to, among other goals, 
improve community forestry, accountability, and 
transparency. In Liberia, ELI is likewise helping to 
develop regulations to strengthen enforcement in 
the forestry sector. 

Kenya, India, and Colombia—these three countries 
were the pilots for a new tracking methodology 
that ELI developed in partnership with the Rights 
and Resources Initiative to help countries assess 
and more effectively protect communities’ water 
rights, and promote the sustainable and equitable 
allocation, use, and management of water 
resources.  The pilot phase has led to a full-scale 
assessment across 15 countries that identifies 
the various ways in which countries address the 
community-based water rights of indigenous 
peoples and local communities, providing the basis 
for data-driven analysis and policy advocacy. 

Closer to home, in Colombia’s Magdalena-Cauca 
watershed and Ecuador’s Napo watershed—places 
in which infrastructure, mining, and energy projects 
pose serious environmental threats—ELI began a 
three-year project to improve watershed health and 
biodiversity. ELI will draw on our globally respected 
judicial education experience and knowledge to 
strengthen the judiciary´s knowledge and capacity 
to make informed decisions in environmental 
cases, including enforcement cases. ELI is driving 
more effective enforcement globally as it improves 
the operations, and expands the membership, 
of the International Network for Environmental 
Compliance and Enforcement for which it serves 
as Secretariat. And for the Global Environment 
Facility—an international funding partnership 
of 183 countries, international institutions, civil 
society organizations, and the private sector that 
addresses and provides financing for pressing 
global environmental issues—ELI assessed the 
effectiveness of this entity’s illegal wildlife trading 
elimination efforts.

And in 2017, we completed production of a 
massive open online course, or MOOC. The 
MOOC, Environmental Security and Sustaining 
Peace: Overcoming Risks From Extractive Industries, 
Resource Scarcity, and Climate Change, comprises 
47 lectures of eight to 12 minutes each. ELI 
developed the MOOC with UN Environment, the 
University of California–Irvine, Duke University, and 
Columbia University to help the world understand, 
and act on, the conflicts and peacebuilding 
possibilities related to resource allocations 
and climate change. Check it out: https://
environmentalpeacebuilding.org/education/mooc.

“No single institute has been as 
committed to advancing the field of 
environmental peacebuilding as ELI. From 
catalyzing the creation of 150 case studies 
and 6 books of material to being a driving 
force behind a Massive Open Online 
Course which attracted nearly 10,000 
participants from 150 countries—ELI’s 
track record and impact speaks for itself. 
ELI has made an indelible contribution 
to helping build a more peaceful, just, 
and ecologically healthy world through 
outstanding policy analysis, field 
application, and practitioner training.”

DAVID JENSEN
Head of Environmental Cooperation for 

Peacebuilding, UN Environment

Cauca River, Colombia. Photo courtesy of Pixabay.

Jakarta, Indonesia. John Pendergrass.
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At last year’s gala Award Dinner, ELI was proud to 
name Achim Steiner, Administrator of the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), as its 
2017 Environmental Achievement Award honoree 
in recognition of the major role his leadership 
and vision have played in producing the Paris 
Climate Agreement, catalyzing green finance and 
sustainable business practices, and many other 
accomplishments. In honoring his public service over 
three decades, ELI President Scott Fulton, observed, 
“Achim Steiner has been a singular champion for 
rule of law in the environmental sphere, positioning 
environmental law at the heart of sustainable 
development and a just, fair, and sustainable future 
for everyone”—precisely ELI’s vision.

Because ELI so strongly shares that vision of a just 
and sustainable future, in 2017, we continued our 
long tradition of highlighting significant but too 
often overlooked environment-related social justice 
issues. For example:

yy In March, ELI brought together an expert 
panel for a public seminar on recent 
developments in climate justice, examining 
litigation as well as the climate justice 
implications of the Paris Climate Agreement. 

Spotlighting Social Justice and 
Sustainability Champions and Challenges

At the start of 2017, ELI kicked off our yearlong 
series of educational seminars to ensure a 
thoughtful discussion of the vital environmental 
and energy questions confronting the United 
States and the world. 

In March, one of that month’s 11 seminars brought 
together experts to consider “Climate Policy 
Outlook for 2017 and Beyond,” followed at the end of 
the month by ELI’s “2016-2017 Environmental Law 
and Policy Annual Review Conference.” In April, 
ELI participated with other organizations in “The 
First National Conference of Lawyers Committed to 
Addressing the Climate Emergency,” a discussion 
of potential solutions to addressing climate change 
and the role of lawyers and associations of lawyers 
in that effort. The list of important seminars goes on: 

yy Deep Decarbonization: The Legal and 
Economic Framework

yy What’s in Store for the Waters of the United 
States Rule? 

yy Monumental Authority: The Scope of 
Executive Power Under the Antiquities Act 

yy Green Finance: Leveraging Investment for 
Environmental Protection 

yy TSCA [Toxic Substances Control Act] 
Reform—One Year Later

yy Manufacturer Obligations Under New York’s 
E-Waste Law

yy Women in Energy and Infrastructure—
Powering the Future

Along with the steady flow of stimulating 2017 
educational seminars, ELI offered our annual formal 
educational and training events attended by the 
next generation of environmental lawyers and 
professionals. In March, our Western Boot Camp 
on Environmental Law® was in San Francisco, 
providing an overview of environmental law from 
the top experts in the field. The ELI summer school 
series taught attendees the basics of Land Use 
Law, and Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act, and other 
leading environmental laws. 

Empowering Effective  
Environmental Governance

In October, “Environmental Information: A Workshop 
for Researchers,” taught researchers the intricacies 
of environmental research and information access 
laws, a topic that was covered in depth in the book 
Environmental Information: Research, Access, and 
Environmental Decisionmaking. Wrapping up the 
year, in November, we hosted ELI’s 26th Annual 
Eastern Boot Camp on Environmental Law® in 
Washington, D.C.

This productive and successful year ultimately 
resulted in ELI and our partners hosting 126 
educational and research events in 10 states, 
from California to Virginia, Florida, and beyond, 
attended by an estimated 6,300 participants. We 
showcased our many tools of education, analysis, 
dialogue, and on-the-ground work to advance 
the steady, thoughtful progress toward effective 
environmental governance that is needed today as 
much as ever. Together with the many articles in 
the Environmental Law Reporter®, The Environmental 
Forum®, and our books and dozens of reports, 2017 
was a year rich in knowledge transfer and dialogue 
that we enthusiastically look to continue, both here 
and abroad into the future. 

yy ELI expanded its focus on indigenous 
rights and sovereignty with initiatives 
throughout 2017. In August, ELI and the 
Inuit Circumpolar Council-Alaska launched 
the Food Sovereignty and Self-Governance 
project to protect the rights and subsistence 
resources critical to Inuit and Inuvialuit in 
the western Arctic. ELI also held a three-
part educational series on Environmental 
Protection in Indian country in July and 
September that included two timely 
seminars on emerging environmental 
issues, including litigation regarding the 
Dakota Access Pipeline and recent case 
law addressing sovereignty issues and tribal 
water rights. The third program explored 
new challenges that tribes and Native 
villages face, from the changing climate to 
sustainable energy development. 

yy ELI teamed up with partners in November 
to host a webcast event, “Environmental 
Justice in the 21st Century: Threats and 
Opportunities,” to discuss the proposed 
Environmental Justice Act of 2017 and 
critical issues for vulnerable communities 
nationwide, especially communities of 
color, stemming from historical as well as 
current challenges.

yy ELI Press published the book, Climate 
Justice: Case Studies in Global and 
Regional Governance Challenges, which 
provides an overview of the landscape of 
climate justice from a variety of legal and 
geographic perspectives. 

In November, the Environmental Law Reporter® 
presented important reflections of an expert panel, 
“The State of Environmental Justice: An Obama 
Administration Retrospective,” at the end of one 
administration and the start of the next. And 
before that, the June issue included, “Leveraging 
Supplemental Environmental Projects: Toward an 
Integrated Strategy for Empowering Environmental 
Justice Communities.”

Never forgetting what’s important, both in 
protecting environmental gains of the past 
and in shaping innovative policies of the 
future in a world that will demand the best 
insights and options—that’s ELI’s strength. 

Presentation of 2017 Environmental Achievement Award: (from left to 
right) Benjamin Wilson, Chairman, ELI Board of Directors; Kristalina 
Georgieva, CEO, World Bank; Achim Steiner, ELI Honoree and 
Administrator, United Nations Development Programme; and Scott 
Fulton, President, ELI. Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) Reform—One Year Later 

Seminar. ELI Staff Photo.

12Environmental Law Institute11 Annual Report 2017



Alerting the Public to Environmental 
Implications of Game-Changing 
Technologies
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yy A February 2017 blog, “Environmentalism 
in the Next Machine Age,” discussed why 
the artificial intelligence revolution is likely 
to happen now, and in The Environmental 
Forum® article on “The Post-Ownership 
Society,” ELI explored the environmental 
impacts of Airbnb, Uber, and the emergent 
sharing economy as a whole. 

yy In the March/April Forum, the lead article 
by a senior Intel Corporation official 
examined “Big Data’s Big Handprint,” 
looking at the huge implications that the 
massive amounts of information collected 
and processed in the digital age will have 
for environmental improvements. 

yy In a January report, Blindsided by Change, 
Slow Threats and Environmental Policy, ELI 
brought attention to the urgent need for 
better understanding “why it is so difficult 
to galvanize attention to slow environmental 
threats,” such as climate change, species 
extinction, deforestation, and other such 
challenges. Clear policy failures have 
accounted for the emergence of scores 
of slow-moving environmental problems, 
despite years or decades of warnings.

yy In the 2017 International Serious Play 
Awards, a multiplayer board game created 
by ELI and partners that explores coastal 
communities’ resilience to crises, Cards 
Against Calamity, won gold. 

yy ELI helped bring clarity and a focus on trends 
that will shape our lives and our environment 
in the coming years. ELI conducted two 
workshops on technology: one on sharing 
platforms like Uber and Airbnb, and the other 
on Artificial Intelligence.

yy ELI created a scanning system for the U.S. 
government for what the future holds for 
biotechnology products.

yy Another The Environmental Forum® article, 
“Climate Drones,” explored the immense 
potential for drones to maximize a 
manufacturing operation’s efficiencies and 
reduce its environmental impact.

Trends in innovation and 
technology present risks and 
opportunities for environmental 
policy and law, a dynamic 
that ELI clearly understands 
because we were present at 
the inception of environmental 
protection almost 50 years ago, 
and we’re present now as the 
future unfolds.

Artificial intelligence, drones, 3-D printing, Uber—what in the world do these 
have to do with environmental law and policy? A lot, as ELI’s Technology, 
Innovation, and Environment Program explored in articles and studies about 
important developments occurring on the cutting-edge of technologically 
driven change. 
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Jonathan Z. Cannon
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School of Law

Ann Carlson 
Shirley Shapiro 
Professor of 
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Ruth Ann Castro 
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Counsel, Legal 
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Partner	, Skadden, Arps, 
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Affiliates

Pamela M. Giblin
Retired Partner, Baker 
Botts LLP

E. Lynn Grayson
Partner, Nijman Franzetti

Phyllis P. Harris
Senior Vice President 
& Chief Compliance 
Officer, Walmart 
Corporation
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Safety & Compliance, 
Microsoft

Carrie Jenks
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M.J. Bradley & 
Associates LLC
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Pickering Hale and Dorr 
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Counsel for the 
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Martha Marrapese
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Roger Martella
General Counsel - 
Environment, Health and 
Safety, General Electric

Bradley M. Marten
Chairman, Marten Law 
PLLC

William H. Meadows
Counselor & Former 
President, The 
Wilderness Society

Thomas Milch
Partner, Arnold & Porter 
LLP

Granta Y. Nakayama
Partner, King & Spalding 
LLP

Vickie Patton
General Counsel 
Environmental Defense 
Fund

Bob Perciasepe
President, Center for 
Climate and Energy 
Solutions

Kevin Poloncarz
Partner, Paul Hastings

Board of Directors
Stephen Rahaim
Chief Environmental 
Counsel, E.I. Dupont de 
Nemours and Company

William K. Rawson
Retired Partner
Latham & Watkins LLP

Christopher P. 
Reynolds
Executive Vice 
President, Corporate 
Resources, Toyota Motor 
North America

Nicholas A. Robinson
University Professor 
on the Environment, 
Elisabeth Haub 
School of Law at Pace 
University

Margaret Spring
Vice President of 
Conservation and 
Science and Chief 
Conservation Officer
Monterey Bay Aquarium

Lucinda Starrett
Partner, Latham & 
Watkins LLP
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Braun + Martella LLP
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Vice President & 
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Individual Donors in 2017
Individual donors are essential to the success of ELI. We gratefully 
acknowledge gifts received from all of our individual donors during 2017. 

The ELI Leadership Council (noted in bold) is the Institute’s group of the most 
prominent environment, energy, and natural resource leaders in the nation, 
which also provides generous annual donations each year to ELI. The Council 
recognizes these leaders for their commitment of resources, time, and valued 
input to help ELI advance its vision of a healthy environment, prosperous 
economies, and vibrant communities founded on the rule of law. Kathy Robb 
serves as the Leadership Council President. The goal of the Campaign for the 
ELI Fund is to establish a solid foundation of support to advance ELI’s mission. 
In italics are those that serve as members of the Leadership Council Steering 
Committee and/or the Campaign Leadership Committee.

Giving to ELI

$25,000 or more

Leslie Carothers
Albert M. Ferlo
Scott Fulton
Stanley W. Legro
William K. Rawson
Edward L. 

Strohbehn, Jr.

$10,000-$24,999

Anonymous
Lynn Bergeson
Laurie Burt
E. Donald Elliott
Pamela Giblin
Paul E. Hagen
Alan B. Horowitz
Douglas H. Keare
R. Christopher Locke
Raymond B. 

Ludwiszewski
Bradley M. Marten
William Meadows
Thomas A. Milch
Thomas R. Mounteer
Granta Y. Nakayama
Kevin Poloncarz
Martha Rees
Kathy B. Robb
Lucinda Starrett

$5,000-$9,999

Nicole Adimey
James Barrett
Kathleen Barrón
Kenneth Berlin
Joshua A. Bloom
J. Tom Boer
Lisa Bromberg
Ruth Ann Castro
Loyti Cheng
Lily N. Chinn
Renee Cipriano
James H. Colopy
John C. Cruden
Paul A. Davies
Beth Deane
Amy L. Edwards
David R. Erickson
Adeeb Fadil
David M. Friedland
Don J. Frost
Michael B. Gerrard
Jeffrey Gracer
Carol L. Green
David P. Hackett
Phyllis P. Harris
Robert L. Hines
Rachel Jacobson
Michael C. Kavanaugh
Laurence S. Kirsch
Robert C. Kirsch

Daniel Krainin
Elliott P. Laws
Michael Mahoney
Martha E. Marrapese
Craig Mathews
Keith Matthews
David Menotti
Peggy Otum
Robert V. Percival
Davina Pujari
Stephen Rahaim
Loretta Reinersmann
Christopher P. 

Reynolds
Nicholas Robinson
John P. and Virginia 

B. Sall
Janice M. Schneider
Donald W. Stever
Margaret N. Strand
James Strock
Robert Sussman
Deborah K. Tellier
Kathryn Thomson
Michael Traynor
Benjamin F. Wilson
Hongjun Zhang

$1,000 - $4,999

José Allen
Donald Baur
Jonathan Z. Cannon
Ann Carlson
Jeffrey Davidson
Martin H. Dickinson
Alexandra D. Dunn
J. William Futrell
Michael D. 

Goodstein
Daniel S. Greenbaum
Joel M. Gross
Susan Hairston
Ridgway M. Hall, Jr.
J. Kevin Healy
Carrie Jenks
Adam M. Kushner
Peter H. Lehner
Jane C. Luxton
Robbin Marks
J. Langdon Marsh
Roger R. Martella, Jr.
Owen Olpin
W. Bruce Pasfield
John Pendergrass
Bob Perciasepe
Stephen Perry
Cassie Phillips
Ann Powers
Kenneth Rivlin
William L. Thomas
Lucy R. Waletzky
Robert Wyman
Nicholas C. Yost

$500-$999

Steve W. Black 
John C. Dernbach
James Gilliland
David J. Hayes 
Robert and Jane 

Ladner
Howard A. Learner
Vickie L. Patton
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Legacy Society
Members of the ELI Legacy Society have indicated 
the Environmental Law Institute as a beneficiary 
in their will, trust, or other estate planning 
documents.

Leslie Carothers
Stephen Dujack
Ridgway M. Hall, Jr.
Craig Mathews
Elissa Parker
Ann Powers

Macbeth Dialogues on the  
State-Federal Relationship  
and Cooperative Federalism
The following individuals supported the dialogues, 
conducted in the memory of environmental pioneer, 
Angus Macbeth, at the levels described below:

Foundation and Corporate Support in 2017
The Institute’s programs and projects to advance environmental protection through law, policy, and 
management are made possible by generous support from our Corporate and Foundation Donors.

The Atticus Trust
Bay Environmental Technology

(Beijing) Corp.
Chevron Corporation
Naomi and Nehemiah Cohen

Foundation
The William and Flora Hewlett

Foundation
IBM Corporation
Richard Lounsbery Foundation

John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation

Richard King Mellon 
Foundation

Microsoft
New York Community Trust
Sasakawa Peace Foundation 
The Scherman Foundation
Alfred P. Sloan Foundation
Swedish Postcode Foundation

Tilia Fund 
Turner Foundation, Inc.
Waitt Foundation /Waitt 

Institute
The Walton Family Foundation
The Water Research 

Foundation

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 
Feld LLP

Arnold Porter Kaye Scholer
Ballard Spahr LLP
Bay Environmental 

Technology Corp.
Bergeson & Campbell, P.C.
Beveridge & Diamond PC
The Boeing Company
Bracewell LLP
Center for Climate & Energy 

Solutions
Covington & Burling LLP
Crowell & Moring LLP
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Environmental Defense Fund
Exelon Corporation
Farella Braun + Martel LLP

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher 
LLP 

Greenberg Traurig
Hess Corporation
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Holland & Knight
Hunton & Williams LLP
Husch Blackwell LLP
IBM Corporation
Jenner & Block LLP
Johnson Controls
K&L Gates LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman 

LLP
Keller & Heckman LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP

Nossaman
Paul Hastings
PepsiCo
Perkins Coie LLP
Pfizer Inc.
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 

Pittman LLP
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.
Sidley Austin LLP
Skadden, Arps, Slate, 

Meagher & Flom LLP
Syngenta Corporation
Toyota
Wiley Rein LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale 

and Dorr LLP

EarthShare
Thousands of individuals contribute to the Institute via workplace 
giving through EarthShare, a nationwide network of America’s 
leading nonprofit environmental organizations. ELI is proud 
to be a founding member of EarthShare and grateful to all our 
EarthShare donors.

2017 Award Dinner Star Sponsors
The Environmental Law Institute is grateful for the generous support it received from the Star Sponsors 
of the Award Dinner, which was held on Wednesday, October 18, 2017, and which honored Achim 
Steiner, Administrator for the United Nations Development Programme. We would like to thank our 
Star Sponsors and especially our Super Star Sponsors (in bold) and the members of the Corporate, 
Professional, and Associates Programs who helped make this dinner successful!

Special Support
yy Beveridge & Diamond, PC—Beveridge and Diamond Diversity Law Clerk; Henry L. Diamond 

Constitutional Environmental Law Writing Competition
yy Douglas Keare—ELI-Miriam Hamilton Keare Policy Forum and ELI’s China Program
yy Albert Ferlo and Ferlo Family—Ellen Athas Forums on Oceans and Fisheries
yy Bradley and Susan Marten—University of Washington Law School summer intern
yy Sand Hill County Charitable Trust—ELI efforts to support diverse, young professionals 

$1,000 or more:

Carol L. Green
Stephen Ramsey
Sun Hill Family 

Foundation

$250 or more:

Leslie Carothers
Charles Di Leva
Donald Fowler
Kinnan Golemon
David J. Hayes
Stephen Herrmann
Tracy and Linda Hester
Thomas R. Mounteer
Kathryn Thomson
David Ullrich

Angus Macbeth

Colombian mountain pass. Photo courtesy of Pixabay.
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Corporate Partners
Chevron Corporation
IBM Corporation

Corporate Associates
The Coca-Cola Company
Covanta Energy Corporation
DuPont
Exelon Corporation
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Pfizer Inc.
PSEG Service Corporation

Corporate Members
Bay Environmental Technology

(Beijing) Corp.
BNSF Railway Company
The Boeing Company
Cabot Corporation
Eli Lilly and Company
Freeport-McMoRan Inc.
General Electric Company
Hess Corporation
Johnson Controls
Koch Industries, Inc.
Kohlberg Kravis Roberts & Co. 

L.P. (KKR)
National Association of Clean 

Water Agencies
NRG Energy, Inc.
PepsiCo, Inc.
Sanborn, Head & Associates, Inc.
Smithfield Foods, Inc.
Syngenta Corporation
Toyota Motor North America, Inc.
Walmart

Public Interest Members
Capital Markets Partnership
Center for Food Safety
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Defenders of Wildlife
Earthjustice
Environmental Defense Fund
Environmental Law & Policy 

Center
Southern Environmental Law 

Center
Wyoming Outdoor Council

Public Interest Friends
Alliance for the Great Lakes
Alliance for Peacebuilding
Atlantic Coast Conservancy, Inc.
Center for Climate and Energy 

Solutions (C2ES)
The Conservation Fund
Conservation Law Foundation
Eastern Environmental Law 

Center
Environmental Integrity Project
Midwest Environmental 

Advocates
Monterey Bay Aquarium
National Whistleblower Center
The Ocean Foundation
Oceana, Inc.
Sierra Club
Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed 

Association

Professional Associates
AECOM
Alston & Bird LLP
Arent Fox LLP
Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Bick Law LLP
Davis Polk & Wardwell LLP
Exponent, Inc.
Hanson Bridgett LLP
Meyers Nave Riback Silver & 

Wilson, PLC
O’Melveny & Myers LLP
Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP

Professional Partners
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & 

Feld LLP
Arnold & Porter
Baker Botts L.L.P.
Ballard Spahr LLP
Bergeson & Campbell, P.C.
Beveridge & Diamond, P.C.
Blank Rome LLP
Bloomberg BNA
Bracewell
Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP
Covington & Burling LLP
Crowell & Moring LLP
Dentons US LLP
DLA Piper LLP (US)
Dorsey & Whitney LLP
Farella Braun + Martel LLP
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & 

Jacobson LLP
Geosyntec Consultants, Inc.
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP
Goodwin Procter LLP
Greenberg Traurig, LLP
Haynes and Boone, LLP
Hogan Lovells US LLP
Holland & Knight LLP
Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP
Husch Blackwell LLP
Jenner & Block LLP
Jones Day
K&L Gates LLP
Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP
Keller and Heckman LLP
King & Spalding LLP
Kirkland & Ellis LLP
Latham & Watkins LLP
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
Nossaman LLP
Paul Hastings LLP
Perkins Coie LLP
Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw 

Pittman LLP
Proskauer Rose LLP
Schiff Hardin LLP
Shook, Hardy & Bacon L.L.P.
Sidley Austin LLP
Sive, Paget & Riesel, P.C.
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & 

Flom LLP
Stoel Rives LLP
Van Ness Feldman, LLP
Venable LLP
Vinson & Elkins L.L.P.
Wiley Rein LLP
Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and 

Dorr LLP

Program 
Members

Years Ended December 31, 2017 2016
Assets
 Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents $2,309,618 $2,211,547
Accounts receivable

Awards and contracts 598,138 713,472 
Other 75,200 16,161 
Allowance for doubtful accounts (40,000) (7,729)

Net accounts receivable 633,338 721,904 
Contributions receivable, current portion 742,385 1,122,683 
Investments 4,495,079 4,034,094 
Prepaid expenses and inventory 134,170 128,569

 Total current assets 8,314,590 8,218,797
Contributions receivable, net of current portion 128,000 -
 Property and equipment, at cost

Furniture, equipment, and software 299,358 366,464 
Leasehold improvements 748,408 748,408 

 Total 1,047,766 1,114,872 
Less: Accumulated depreciation and amortization (433,435) (403,902)

 Property and equipment, net 614,331 710,970
 Other assets

Security deposit 64,115 64,115

Total assets $9,121,036 $8,993,882

Liabilities and Net Assets
 Current liabilities

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $659,066 $365,296
Accrued payroll and vacation 401,304 322,646
Deferred revenue 388,162 440,562
Deferred rent, current portion 100,175 91,158

Total current liabilities 1,548,707 1,219,662
Deferred rent, net of current portion 828,819 928,994 
Total liabilities 2,377,526 2,148,656
 Net assets

Unrestricted 4,764,229 4,179,757
Temporarily restricted 1,979,281 2,665,469

 Total net assets 6,743,510 6,845,226

Total liabilities and net assets $9,121,036 $8,993,882

Statements of Financial Position

Additional financial information can be obtained from www.eli.org.

Financial Statements
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Year Ended December 31, 2017

Unrestricted
Unrestricted 

Board 
Designated

Total 
Unrestricted*

Temporarily 
Restricted Total

Operating revenues
Federal awards and contracts $1,327,668 - $1,327,668 - $1,327,668

Contributions 534,553 - 534,553 1,640,239 2,174,792
Publication sales and 
subscriptions 419,084 - 419,084 - 419,084

Membership revenue 713,378 - 713,378 - 713,378
Award dinner 409,610 - 409,610 - 409,610
Interests and dividends, net 79,751 - 79,751 - 79,751
Other revenue 209,730 - 209,730 - 209,730
Net assets released from time 
restriction 339,918 - 339,918 (339,918) -

Net assets released from 
purpose restriction 1,986,509 - 1,986,509 (1,986,509) -

Total operating revenues 6,020,201 - 6,020,201 (686,188) 5,334,013
Operating expenses
  Program services

Research, policy, and training 3,411,611 40,000 3,451,611 - 3,451,611
Publications and educational 
material 471,479 - 471,479 - 471,479

Membership and outreach 921,684 - 921,684 - 921,684 
  Total program services 4,804,774 40,000 4,844,774 - 4,844,774 
  Supporting services

Fundraising 506,853 - 506,853 - 506,853
Management and general 647,126 - 647,126 - 647,126

  Total supporting services 1,153,979 - 1,153,979 - 1,153,979
Total operating expenses 5,958,753 40,000 5,998,753 - 5,998,753

Net operating income (loss) 61,448 (40,000) 21,448 (686,188) (664,740)
Net realized and unrealized gains 563,024 - 563,024 - 563,024
Changes in net assets 624,472 (40,000) 584,472 (686,188) (101,716)
Transfer between unrestricted  
net assets - 2017 (40,000) 40,000 - - -

Transfer between unrestricted  
net assets - 2018 (340,000) 340,000 - - -

Net assets, beginning of year 4,151,801 27,956 4,179,757 2,665,469 6,845,226

Net assets, end of year $4,396,273 $367,956 $4,764,229 $1,979,281 $6,743,510

Statements of Activities and Changes in Net Assets

Additional financial information can be obtained from www.eli.org.

Year Ended December 31, 2016

Unrestricted
Unrestricted 

Board 
Designated

Total
Unrestricted

Temporarily
Restricted Total

Operating revenues
Federal awards and contracts $983,806 - $983,806 - $983,806

Contributions 721,145 27,956 749,101 2,756,278 3,505,379
Publication sales and 
subscriptions 449,114 - 449,114 -  449,114

Membership revenue 750,648 - 750,648 - 750,648
Award dinner 474,100 - 474,100 - 474,100
Interests and dividends, net 73,039 - 73,039 - 73,039
Other revenue 295,495 - 295,495 - 295,495
Net assets released from 
restriction 1,529,993 - 1,529,993 (1,529,993) -

Total operating revenues 5,277,340 $27,956 5,305,296 1,226,285 6,531,581
Operating expenses
  Program services

Research, policy, and training 2,596,981 - 2,596,981 -  2,596,981
Publications and educational 
material 529,156 - 529,156 - 529,156

Membership and outreach 853,053 - 853,053 - 853,053
  Total program services 3,979,190 - 3,979,190 - 3,979,190
  Supporting services

Fundraising 530,771 - 530,771 - 530,771
Management and general 630,469 - 630,469 - 630,469

  Total supporting services 1,161,240 - 1,161,240 - 1,161,240
Total operating expenses 5,140,430 - 5,140,430 - 5,140,430

Net operating income 136,910 27,956 164,866 1,226,285 1,391,151
Net realized and unrealized gains 227,680 - 227,680 - 227,680
Changes in net assets 364,590 27,956 392,546 1,226,285 1,618,831
Transfer between unrestricted 
accounts - - - - -

Net assets, beginning of year 3,787,211 - 3,787,211 1,439,184 5,226,395

Net assets, end of year $4,151,801 $27,956 $4,179,757 $2,665,469 $6,845,226

* Operational Results (third column) reflect a positive bottom line of $21,448 for the year.
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1730 M Street, NW, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036

Tel. 202.939.3800
Fax. 202.939.3868

www.eli.org

The Environmental Law Institute is recognized by the Internal 
Revenue Service as a tax-exempt, charitable organization 

listed in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 
Contributions are deductible for federal income, gift, and 

estate tax purposes to the maximum extent permitted by law.

Like | EnvironmentalLawInstitute

Follow @ELIORG

Join | Environmental-Law-Institute

Subscribe | EnvironmentLaw

Support the  
Environmental Law Institute!

yy Visit our website at www.eli.org and read and 
share ELI research reports and news  
and events

yy Donate to ELI: Options include donating 
through our website, Facebook, and making 
purchases through Amazon Smile 

yy See if your employer will match your 
contribution, or donate through 
the workplace giving programs of 
EarthShare or the Combined Federal 
Campaign, CFC#10629

yy Become a member! Our specialized 
programs for environmental 
professionals enhance expertise, 
connections and provide  
leadership training

yy Subscribe to the Environmental Law 
Reporter or purchase an  
ELI Press book

yy Attend and suggest topics for ELI 
seminars, training programs,  
and publications

yy Attend and support ELI’s Annual 
Award Dinner

yy Join our online community and 
follow us on Facebook, Twitter 
and LinkedIn, and our Vibrant 
Environment blog at  
eli.org/blog

yy Join the Legacy Society to 
support ELI in perpetuity

Front Cover: Lake Toba, Indonesia. 
Photo courtesy of Pixabay.
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